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The China International Photographic Art Exhibition (CIPAE) was officially
established in 1981 with the approval of China's Ministry of Culture and
Tourism (formerly the Ministry of Culture). Organized by the China
Photographers Association (CPA), it is the longest-running, largest-scale,
and most influential international photographic exhibition in China. To
date, it has been successfully held 19 times.

The 20th CIPAE (hereinafter referred to as "the Exhibition") is jointly
organized by the CPA and the Lishui Municipal People's Government. It
will be held in Lishui, Zhejiang Province, China, in 2026. This edition aims
to comprehensively showcase the achievements made in photography
worldwide in recent years, highlight the creative explorations and artistic
practices of photographers from around the globe, and promote
international exchange, integration, and development of photographic
culture.

We sincerely invite photography organizations and individual photographers
from all countries and regions to submit their works.
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Submission Deadline: May 31, 2026

Judging Period: June 2026

Exhibition: November 2026

Should unforeseeable circumstances or force majeure events prevent the
judging or exhibition from proceeding as scheduled, related activities will
be postponed accordingly.

This edition of the exhibition consists of three categories: the thematic
category "One World", the Documentary category, and the Art category.
Approximately 100 works will be selected for each category, totaling
around 300 works. Participants may enter one or multiple categories,
but the same work shall not be submitted to multiple categories. Entries
can be single images or series (a series must contain 4 to 10 images). A
single image or a series counts as "one work", and each participant is
limited to 20 submissions. Single images must have been taken on or
after January 1, 2015. For series, at least one image must have been
taken on or after January 1, 2015.

Each selected participant will receive a certificate issued by the organizers
and a catalog featuring their own work.

The exhibition will also present approximately 10 awards for "Outstanding
Organizational Contribution" (to units or individuals) in recognition of
distinguished service.

The Organizing Committee reserves the right to make appropriate
adjustments to the above arrangements based on actual circumstances.
Vacancies resulting from disqualification due to violations of rules will
not be filled.
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1
Thematic Category - "One World":

Definition: Humanity has only one Earth, and all nations share one world.

"One World" encompasses both the material foundations of survival—such
as air, land, and water—and the spiritual sense of belonging derived from
memory, perception, and aspiration. It is the vessel for history and reality,
life and hope. Building a beautiful world is humanity's common dream.
Submissions to this category should be created around the theme of "One
World" as defined above. There are no restrictions on creative techniques.
The creation date and process must be indicated.

2
Documentary Category:

Definition: This category refers to works that objectively document various
subjects, including social life, the natural environment and ecology, folk
customs, etc. It encompasses news photography, photojournalism, social
and humanistic documentary photography, and nature documentary
photography. Participants submitting to this category must carefully review
Articles 5, 6, and 7 under "IV. Rules".

3
Art Category:

Definition: This category refers to works created to express aesthetic appeal
or convey subjective emotions. Subjects may include human landscapes,
scenes of life, portraits, still lifes, flora and fauna, the natural environment,
as well as creative imagery and conceptual photography. Visual innovation
is encouraged. There are no restrictions on creative techniques for this
category. The creation date and process must be indicated.
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1. Submission Method: Please visit the official website of the CPA (www.cpanet.org.cn).
Enter the dedicated section for "The 20th China International Photographic Art Exhibition"
on the homepage. Follow the instructions to register, log in, fill in the required information,
and upload your works.

2. The Exhibition requires real-name registration. Participants must carefully verify all information
entered, ensuring it is truthful, accurate, complete, and valid. No adjustments or modifications
can be made after the submission deadline.

3. The Exhibition accepts digital files only. Files must be in JPG format, with the longer side of the
image being no less than 3000 pixels. File size is limited to 2-5 MB. Works must not contain any
marks (such as the participant's name or organization) that reveal the identity of the submitter.
4. Works previously selected in any past editions of CIPAE or National Photographic Art Exhibition
organized by the CPA are not eligible for submission.

5. For Documentary category entries, the use of image-processing software must not alter the
photograph's authentic attributes; it is prohibited to add, relocate, or remove elements within the
frame (except for the removal of dust spots on the image sensor or lens); flipping the image or
distorting its original aspect ratio by stretching or compressing is not allowed; cropping and
rotating the image are permitted; works created using double/multiple exposures are not accepted;
panoramic images or focus-stacked images created automatically by the camera or by stitching
software are not accepted.Overall and local tonal adjustments are permitted, provided they do not
distort the original scene's atmosphere or conceal elements within the image; converting a color
image entirely to black and white or a single hue is allowed; partial conversion to black and white
or a single hue is not permitted.

6. Each work in the Documentary category must include a brief description (under 100 words) in
addition to its title. This should include the date and location of creation, the event depicted, and
any necessary background information. For series, along with the overall description, each
individual image requires a separate caption of under 50 words.

7. Participants in the Documentary category must provide the original image files to the Organizing
Committee within a specified timeframe upon request. The original image must be an unprocessed
file (straight out of the camera) captured by the participant, containing complete EXIF data (camera
model, date, settings, etc.); for film photography, participants must be prepared to provide a RAW
format file of a digital photograph of the complete film strip (including sprocket holes, frame
numbers, and manufacturer branding on the film base). Failure to provide the required original
files within the specified period will result in automatic forfeiture of all eligibility.

8. Participants in all categories must guarantee that their submitted works are created independently
by themselves. They must possess independent, complete, unambiguous,and undisputed copyright
to the works, and ensure the works do not infringe upon any third-party rights, including but not
limited to intellectual property, portrait rights, reputation rights, privacy rights, or any other
legitimate rights and interests.

9. All submitted works must consist of visual elements captured by the participant. Plagiarism is
prohibited; falsification is prohibited; using all or part of a third party's work under any pretext—
including joint creation, shared assets, or technical exchange—is forbidden.

10. Works and actions deemed detrimental to public order and morals—including but not limited
to those that may severely mislead public perception, involve fraud, or otherwise violate national
laws, social ethics, public order, or good customs—will result in immediate disqualification upon
discovery.

11. For cases involving copyright disputes or other serious violations of rules, the Organizing
Committee will disqualify the participant; in particularly severe cases, the participant may be
barred from all exhibitions and events organized by the CPA and its subordinate units for three
years or permanently.

12. Participants who violate any of the above rules shall bear all legal responsibilities and adverse
consequences themselves.
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The Organizing Committee will invite a number of renowned domestic
and international photography experts to form a Selection Committee.
Adhering to principles of fairness and impartiality, the Committee will
evaluate all submitted photographic works that comply with the provisions
of this Call for Entries.

1. Selected works by domestic participants in this exhibition may be counted
toward the application points required for membership in the CPA. Selected
works by international participants may serve as one of the criteria for
applying for Honorary Membership in the CPA.

2. The preliminary list of selected works for this exhibition will be published
on the CPA website for a one-week public notice period. A dedicated email
address will be established during this period to accept real-name reports.
Upon the conclusion of the notice period, the final selection results will be
announced on the CPA website and other platforms.

3. The Organizer reserves the right to utilize the selected works within the
context of the CIPAE and other activities of the CPA. This use may include,
but is not limited to, reproduction, distribution, exhibition, screening,
broadcasting, online dissemination, filming, and compilation, without
payment of remuneration.

4. By submitting their work(s), participants are deemed to have agreed to all
stipulations set forth in this Call for Entries.

5. The Organizing Committee holds the final right of interpretation regarding
this Call for Entries and all matters related to the current exhibition.

6. Contact Information:

CPA International Liaison Department, No. 48, Dongsishiertiao, Dongcheng
District, Beijing, China (Postal Code: 100007)

Tel: 010-65141380, 65255117

Inquiry/Submission Email: cpacontest@126.com

(Note: Do not submit both via email and the online platform)
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